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2009 National Click It or Ticket Mobilization 

Campaign Planner
Letter to High School Principals

[DATE]

[NAME]

[TITLE]

[SCHOOL]

[ADDRESS1]

[ADDRESS2]

Dear [NAME OF SCHOOL/SCHOOL PRINCIPAL]:

In recognition of the influential role educators like you play in the lives of students, we’re asking you to participate in the national Click It or Ticket enforcement mobilization May 18–31, 2009. This seat belt safety initiative seeks to convince everyone in our schools and communities — but especially teens — to buckle up every trip, every time. 

Getting the word out about the lifesaving benefits of wearing seat belts is especially important for teenagers. In 2007 alone, more than 1 in 10 drivers (12.5%) involved in fatal crashes across the United States were 15 to 20 years old. In fact, an alarming 61 percent of all 15- to 20-year-old passenger vehicle occupants killed in fatal crashes in 2007 were NOT wearing their seat belts. 

During the Click It or Ticket mobilization, law enforcement officers nationwide will aggressively enforce seat belt laws by conducting seat belt checkpoints and zero-tolerance seat belt enforcement activities. Their goal is not to write tickets but to get everyone buckled up — especially teen drivers and their passengers — and to save lives. 

You can support this effort by promoting the 2009 Click It or Ticket enforcement campaign in your school. Take advantage of this campaign material to alert students and parents to the national mobilization and promote seat belt safety: 
· Message to Parents — Involve parents in the safety goals of the Click It or Ticket campaign: post the enclosed message on your school’s Web site, publish it in your school or PTA newsletter, or send it home with students in flyer format. 

· Message to Students — Post the enclosed Click It or Ticket message to students on your school Web site, publish it in your school newsletter, or read it to students along with other daily public address announcements during the campaign. 

· Survey Data Collection Form — Plan and involve students and parents in a seat belt usage observation project at your school; use the survey data collection form enclosed here to record your results. Send in seat belt usage rates of 75 percent or higher and receive a Seat Belt Safety Certificate signed by a senior NHTSA administrator.
· Youth Campaign Poster — Visit the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 2009 Click It or Ticket online headquarters at www.nhtsa.gov and download a new youth-focused campaign poster to display in classrooms, on your school’s Web site, in hallways, cafeteria, assembly areas and on school bulletin boards. 

· Click It or Ticket PSAs — Download campaign PSAs available online at www.nhtsa.gov and play these messages on your school radio station or over your PA system.

I urge you to join this year’s national Click It or Ticket effort by encouraging everyone, and especially students, to buckle up every trip, every time — day and night. Together we can help prevent the unnecessary and tragic loss of teenage life to motor vehicle crashes. Thank you for participating in this important national safety initiative.

Sincerely,

_____________________________

Enclosures
