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CLICK IT OR TICKET PLANNER

YOUTH VERSION – SAMPLE Op-Ed

[Organization] Launches Click It or Ticket
To Buckle Down on Youths Not Buckled Up

States have an excellent opportunity to save thousands of lives each year, prevent serious injuries, and save millions in economic costs just by enforcing seat belt laws already on the books and by participating in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) annual Click It or Ticket campaign. 

Despite the fact that the national seat belt use rate is at 82 percent, too many of our family and friends continue to die on our nation’s roadways, especially at night, which is when seat belt use declines substantially.

To combat this dangerous trend, the annual Click It or Ticket seat belt campaign, which runs May 19 through June 1, will focus not only on daytime belt use but nighttime belt use with a special emphasis on young drivers.

Motor vehicle crashes continue to be the leading cause of death for 15- to 20-year-olds in America. In fact, NHTSA research shows that 6,936 passenger vehicle drivers age 15 to 20 were involved in fatal crashes in 2006. Tragically, 3,062 15- to 20-year-old passenger vehicle drivers died on our nation’s highways and an additional 259,000 were injured in 2006. Of the total fatalities that year, 5,130 were passenger vehicle occupants between the ages of 15 and 20 – and 64 percent of those killed were NOT wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal crashes. 

That’s why NHTSA is encouraging all local and state law enforcement agencies and highway safety officials to participate in this aggressive mobilization. 

Too many youths take the attitude that “It will never happen to me,” but fatal crashes can and do happen every day. Starting mid-May, there will be increased enforcement across the nation to ensure that all passengers, especially youth, are always buckled up – day and night.

Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes. When worn correctly, seat belts have proven to reduce the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45 percent – and by 60 percent in pickup trucks, SUVs, and minivans. 

NHTSA knows buckling up on every trip, every time plays a major role in saving lives.

Now is an opportunity for all states to get on board and make our highways across the country and throughout our territories safer. It’s a chance to save thousands of lives per year, prevent needless injuries, and collectively save millions in economic costs. Click It or Ticket. 
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